
Palm Sunday 2022 

In his widely acclaimed movies, “The Informer”, legendary director John Ford tells the story of a 

disgraced former soldier of the Irish Republican Army, Gypo Nolan, who has fallen on hard times.  He is 

penniless and desperate.  His girlfriend, also impoverished, resorts to prostitution in order to survive. 

Gypo learns that his closest friend, Frankie McPhillips, has a bounty of twenty pounds on his head by the 

British government.  Gypo takes advantage of the opportunity to hand him over to the British for the 

money.  He betrays his closest friend.  Later in the film his treachery is exposed. 

Seriously wounded by his former comrades, he wanders into a church where Frankie’s mother, a devout 

woman, is praying.  He begs forgiveness of her for his betrayal of her son.  She graciously accedes to his 

request.  Gypo then collapses on the church floor and dies. 

In the accounts of our Lord’s Passion, one phrase turns up repeatedly: “handed over”. 

Judas, one of the twelve apostles and an intimate friend of Jesus, hands him over to his enemies.  It is an 

act of treachery.  Judas played a key part in the drama that brought Jesus to the cross. 

“Then Satan entered into Judas, the one surnamed Iscariot, who was counted among the twelve, and he 

went to the chief priests and temple guards to discuss a plan for handing Him [Jesus] over to them” (Lk. 

22:3,4) 

Ironically, Judas often shared a meal with His master.  In Luke’s account of the passion Jesus says, “The 

hand of the one who is to betray me is on the table (Lk. 22:21)”. The infamy of Judas’s act recalls the 

words of the Hebrew poet, the Psalmist: 

“Thus, even my friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted his heel against me” (Ps. 41:10). 

It is to be expected that on this Passion Sunday our thoughts turn to the mystery of the cross. Jesus 

takes up his cross, Jesus is nailed to a cross, and Jesus dies on the cross. His physical suffering is 

accentuated. 

But what of the interior Passion suffered by Jesus our divine savior? One can only imagine His mental 

anguish, knowing that a member of His inner circle has turned on Him and handed Him over to those 

who seek His death. 

Awaiting death by crucifixion must have been agonizing.  Jesus’ fear must have been paralyzing.  

The scene of His arrest is fraught with emotion. Judas leads the arresting party to Jesus in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. The account given by the Evangelist is unforgettable: 

“”While He (Jesus) was still speaking, a crowd approached and in front was one of the twelve, a man 

named Judas. He went up to Jesus to kiss Him. Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of 

Man with a kiss?” 

Have you ever been betrayed by a friend? 



Have you ever suffered the pain of rejection? 

Have the Church and her representatives ever let you down or disappointed you? 

Jesus knows your pain and suffering. He experienced it Himself. In the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

“Yet it was our pain that He bore, our sufferings He endured” (Is. 53:4). 

On the day we commemorate Our Lord’s passion and death let us be mindful of the suffering not seen 

by the human eye, but nevertheless known by the Savior Himself whose soul was deeply troubled by the 

betrayal by one of His dearest friends. 

 

 

  


